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decade or so, however, the importance of the Atlantic in
the scheme of American policy and strategy has largely
diminished, and the menace of war with a European Power
has almost disappeared. The good sense of the British people
and of the United States now insists that a war between
them \vould be an absurdity, and therefore should be
an impossibility. There are small questions still pending
between the United States on the one hand and Canada on
the other, but the idea that any one of them, or all of them
put together, could result in a war between Great Britain
and the United States would be rejected as monstrous and
incredible by all really thoughtful persons in both countries.

The interests of other European countries in the West
Indies are so small that they are never likely to raise any
serious difficulties. If we were looking simply at the economic
forces at work, we would have little hesitation in coming to
the conclusion that many, if not all, of the West Indian Islands
should form part of the United States ; sentiment and the wish
for naval bases are the only reasons for their retention by the
European Powers. Economic forces, however, are stronger
than sentiment, and with the growing good-feeling between
the United States and Europe, and especially Great Britain,
the need for naval bases will disappear* It is probable
therefore that the West Indian Islands will either ultimately
become American (either by purchase or by amicable diplo-
matic arrangement by which interests will, as far as possible,
be adjusted), or be directly connected with Canada, which
again may ultimately become part of a great American
Dominion, while that again may only be a part of a great
English-speaking Federation.

Probably one reason for the voyage of the American
fleet was to show the people of America the necessity for a
strong navy, in order to prove that the Government of the
United States was determined that the Munroe Doctrine,
which forbade any European or Asiatic Power effecting a
lodgment on South American soil, was not merely an
academic doctrine, but had become a fundamental part in